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THE EXECUTIVE APPROVAL.
If any one rupposes that the President is

fust now sleeping upon a bed of roses, only

Jet him examine the columns of TuEm
Narroxar. Bervnuicay of this morning,
and sce how many there are who, pro-
fossing to be his political snd personal
friends, exhibit their confidence in his wis-
dom and judgment by intimating a fear that
to will not know, or, knowing, will fail to
perform his duty with reference 10 the sp-
provat or disapproval of the currency biil
mow before him for his

General Grant did not exactly tell the
committee of gentlemen from New York
that he considered their visit a piece of im-
pudence or & vote of “*want of confidence;"
but he imitsted the lste lnmented Mr. Lin-
coln most admirably by narrating to them
the action -of the Boston committee thrugh
its chalrman, and intimating that the efforts
of the Bostonians had by no means aided
him in resching the conclusivas they de-
gired. He also more than intimated thst
he had to Jook st this matier s Tittle differ-
ently from the views of that commitiee.

their own interests would be the best for
the whole country.

This was & very delicate and . respectful
method of reminding these gentlemen that
he had been clected President of the whole
people, and was not unmindful of the duties
and responsibilities of the position. He did
not render himsell offensive by adding that
he did not wish to open a debating society
at the Executive Mansion snd be compelled
to preside over its discussions. He might
have referred them to the pages of the
Congressional Record for evidence that
their arguments were neither pew nor un-
observed. Ho could further have notified
them that they were not the omly partics
who had menaced him with another civil
war if he did not execute the duties of his
high office in sccordance with ther notions
of policy. With becoming dignity, how-
ever, he reminded thom that his views on
this question were niready known as against
inflation, and as opposed to the breaking
away from the redemption of pledges.

And now comes o protest from the presi-
dent of the Nstlonal Labor Council, with
the same splrit of self-assumance, agninst
such sttempts on the part of mooneyed monop-
olists to influence the Executive against car-
rying out the will of the people as expressed
by their representstives. This gentleman
and thoss he represents are fully awsre that
tho President has their interests warmly st
heart. One of his first official acts was the
somewhat celebrated proclamstion enforcing
the eight-bour law of Congress. He has
done nothing sloce to slienate the confi-
dence of the workingmen of the country.
Bot at the same time he has never lost sight
of the fact that he Is charged with the im-
partia]l exscution of the lsws of Congress
for the protection of all classes of citizens.

In view of sll these and many kindred
circumstances, it is submitted that the
President is fully entitled to the conflience
of the country. The merchaats of New
York and Boston might have remembered
that the first selection 8f General Grant for
Becretary of the Treasufy was ome of the
most eminent of their own number. That
choice was, or should have been, sufficient
evidence to them that he was not unmind.
ful of their interests, or lacking in the
highest confldence in their abflity snd in-
tegrity s o class. Was it too much to ex-
pect them to rest secure in that expression
of interest snd confldence? They clalm to
represent several hundred millions of capi-
tal. They scem 1o expect especial conside-
ration, snd that their opinions and wishes

~wiill exercise gxtraordinary welght on this

socountt. Omn the other hand, the labor
oounei] claim %0 represent over three mil-
lions of voters, who desire to be understood
@5 ¥anting an increase of the circulsting
medium. They appear to think that this
cleim should offset that of the merchants.
Who would not be President and deal
with these conflicting views and intorests?
The sitastion is far from being an envisble
one. And comsidering how unlikely the
President is to change bis opinions suddenly
ot the behast of populsr clamor, it is rather
& remarkabls spectacle to sce these delega-
tions attempting to exert such influences
over him. They should know that it is
with difficeity that he can devote the time
It is so much abstracted

THE FUTURE OF FRANCE.

If liberty was mccorded to the French
carienturists to pictare the public men of
that nstion as grotesquely as their actions
would warrsat, the Duc de Broglie would
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family and to the hereditary glory of the
nameo of Napoleon, he calmly awsits the
result of his chsllenge to his opponents to
submit the question of his future to the will

lar vote. In othor wonds, he makes the
issue of the assumption of the throne of his
father a question to bé decided by an clec-
tion, in which ‘the voice of France shall
'be expressed without the interfefence
|of any direct influcnce on his part. The
reward of his boldpess, accompanied s
it is by an sppearance of fulrness, may
be the suceess of -his sspimtions.
Impulsive as they are, aad adoring the
'name of Napoleon as they do, it may be
expected that the French people will do
something astonisking, aad it must be ad-
mitted that they might do something less
astonishing than to reinstate the ompire and
place the son of the “Nephow of his Uncle"
on the throne. They have done more un-
expected things than this would be. Tha
plediscitum by which the late Emperor ob-
tainad the sanction of the people to his acts
underapparently unfuvorable circumstances,
is an example of what we mean. Inshort,
the voting population of France, while i
may be seemingly devoted to one interest,
as it was in the case of the plebiseitum to
which we refer, is capable of renderinga
verdict by means of the ballot-box in favor
of another intorest, and in direct antagon-
ism to the Justifiablo expectations of unpre-
judiced lookers-on.

OUR NEW MINISTER TO CHINA.

Bénjumin P. Avery, of S8an Francisco,
our new Minister Plenipotentiary and En-
voy Extmordinary to China, though well
known on the Pacific coast, is not geperally
known to the nation which he is to repre-
sent. It may therefore be interesting to the
public to learn what the California papers
had to sy on the subject of his nomination
on the day when the first unexpected news
| was flsshed across the wires to the Pacific
lconst. The notices which we have ob-
served sre very significant, from tie fct
that Mr. Avery was for & long timo the
leading edstor of & lesding newspaper, and

professional bhrothers of other journals.

| This is the first instance where we have
{noticed such & unanimity of good will
ltoward & jourmalist on the Pacific const.
The praises thst wo gather spesk volumes
for his charcter and ability.

The Alic Oulifornia has the follow-
ing: “One wlegraphic paragraph last even-
“ing took a goodly number of us by sur-
*‘prise, yet gave & frosh and pleasant glow
“to those who best knew the subjectof it
“It was the announcement that President
“Grant, at the instance of Benator Sargent,
“had nomiosted Benjemin P.: Avery, of
“this city, for Minister to China, to succeed
!“u-Goremm' Low, who has resigned

“Although for a long time well Aware of
“Mr. Avery's worth and capacity, we had
“nover thought that honorable office in
“4hls country wonld seek out and recognize
“guch modest merit.  But we rejoice that
“it isso. No man in Californis has served
“the Republican party longer, with more
“fidelity and zesl, and more quietly than
| “has Mr. Avery. By this actof Benator
| “Sargent, this coast has been properly con-
“gidered, and the press of the State appro-
“pristely complimented. Mr. Avery has
“honored the Btats by his industry, hon-
“esty and temperste life; by bLis artistic
“taste, quiet demeanor and gentlemanly
“deportment. His ability and scguire-
“ments fit him for honombly filling the po-
“sition for which he has been named. We
“know of no mas in California who more
‘‘deserves this mark of spprecistion, or who
‘“‘would be more likely to honor the posi-
“tion. Should Mr. Sargent be as fortunate
“In his foture selections for office, his con-
“stituents will have very little cause for
“adverse criticism.”

Trz San Fruncisco Ghrondele says : “The
“tolegraph informs us that Benjamin P.

“nated by President Grunt ns Minister to
“China, to socceed F. F. Low, who re-
“gigned the office. This nomination has a
* great deal of significance. Mr. Avery is
“not, and never has been a politician. Nor
“has he ever been an officesecker. In
‘“ this case the office has sought the man,
“not the man the office. If sirict integ-
** rity, systematic industry, s bright intelli-
“gence snd a wide range of information
“pre the qualities required in a Minister
“to Chins, Mr. Avery is eminently fiited
*for the position."”

The Ban Francisco Call says: * Our
“Washington dispatcles state that Mr.
“ Avery, formerly of the Bullstin, has beea
“nominsted as Minister to China. This is
“an excellent nomination. "’

The San: Francisco Esening Post, under
the first impressign that was sent the day
previous that Mr. Avery would be appointed
consul general in case George F. Beward
was appointed minister, says : *“The name
““of Benjamin P. Avery, now editor of the
“ Ogeriand Monthly, is mentioned as the
‘“gucoessor of Mr. Boward in the consul
“ generalship. It would be in refreshing
“contrast 1o recent political appolntments
“to see this pluoe offered to a man of Mr,
 Avery scharacter and culture. 'We should
“ befibth to lose him from the editorship of
“the Oserland; but as consul genersl to

A BHADOWY REFLEOTION.
‘When Thomss Jefferson wrote the im-
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us they sie, and 08 they cussed the blind
ness of an otherwise beneficent e, which

and the winticlsm
sinoe  applied - t0

the
occasion.  Other things they msy have said
and done of similar import, buf the sublim-
ity of the ides that horacy-handed John
Hancock, whose sutograph fringes
dreams of school-boys to-dsy with
matical angles, and other of
Declaration of less demoastrative
graphy, fared with royal sumptuousness
upon food which kings and quoesia, princes
and potentates of great and small degree
could mot exjoy, strikes the closs student of
historical detail as something significant.
It suggests the thought that we owe more
of our national prosperty to shad than we
willingly admit. Suppose thata calamitons
providence had furnished them with dys-
poptie hot-breads, with greasy bacon, and
with badly-cooked meats or flesh or fowl
ofany kind, would their brains have been
80 clear, their rotundity of thought so sell-
sufficient, or their sell-reliant satis{action so
convincing as when they were fod upon
savory, digestive shad? Would Ben. Frank-
lin, if he had lived his life in Boston, fed
upon the dry-bread diet to which he was
socustomed when he first reached the home
of the perfect shad, bave developed to be-
come & statesman, diplomat and publicist,
il he bad not submitted his gastronomy (o
the benign influences of the Perfect Figh?
Would thousands of others since Franklin,
who Mve left behind them the dough-nuts
of New England, vr the cream-of-tartar
biscults of the newer Biates, have real-
ized the full grandeur of our national
resources if their stomachs had not
been placated mnd their physical
condition ameliorsted by shad? In
short, notwithstanding the ruinous in-
stances of dyspeptic treason, generslly oc-
curring, as did the late rebellion, before
the shad season began, would the country
have reached its present condition of pro-
gress under a less effective influence than
the placidity of wisdom which mounts the
throne of thought overa stomach with fiat
shad lined? Remembering, ss we do, that
Fort Bamter was fired upon before the shad
began to “run,” we csonot fiil to snswer
with & blessing for Columbus, who discov-
ered the country of the perfect shad; for
Seth Green, who propagates them in his
own mysterious way, and for the wise pro-
vislon of the patriot fathers, who located
the capital of the country where shad in
season are abundant. But wheu we re-
member, also, that they are lenten food,
oh, where shall our thankfulness end?
Thus, politically and religiously, we are
forcod to exalt shad; but, in our exultant
exaltation, let us be also thankful that the
price of them per pair grows smaller and
beautifully less as the sesson advances.

Taz dispatches which we print this
morning from Arkansas indicate s condition
of affairs that threaten to precipitaie a se-
rious and bloody disturbance. Brooks re-
mains in the Btate-house, surrounded by
armed partisans, while Baxter has s large

Botbet

, assuming to preveni a
breach of the pesce. This was the situs-

a hostile moeting of the factions is lnevit-
able.

e
Tas EASTERN CAPITALIATS BOW ur-
gently asking the Presidential veto of the
Senate finance bill are in ill lnck. Their
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bieful of brindy wks of use to_the diiordered
system might mean well, bust

homes were what Americans needed Lo wean
thom from this demon of drink. The temper-
anee crusade the speakor regarded aa effecting
much good, though more of it by opening »
wider ficld for womap's loffluence than by
prayers ab the rum-sellers, addressed from the
sidowalk. Let women reform the table, sub-
stitule for Indigestible food a diet at omes
agreeable and nutritious, and halfl the templa-
tion to drink would te doms away with. In
conclosion, he had two rules 1o be offered:
First, don"t drink st all; second, if you must
drink, let it be of the right kind, snd under
the right cireamstances.

THOE NODERN DRAMA.

The London correspondent of Wilke' Spirit,
writing of two new plays—*‘Queen Mab'' and
“An American Lady'—just produced at the
London theatres, says; “The new school of
comedy writing ls, I presume, inharmony, with
the spirit of the times, It is & school which
adores everything which is smart, and detesta
all that Is natural. It s & sthool which -cuiti-
vates rudensss aod thinks it s wit, snd whose
watchword is croelty. It is  blass, bad, un.
kind, ungenerous, and usenthuslastic school,
fostered by sham eynies and unreal men. Jo
the now school of eomady, nature is uiterly
and eotirely dotested. She is put on ove aide
and thrust out of eourt. The now anthors ex-
orclse the most subtle ingenuity to show bhow
unreal and unnatoral they can make all their
characters from firet to last. Else how would
they be able to speak the clover but clap-trap
dialogue which now passes for smart comedy
writing. Charscter painting is of lttls value,
stage-craft is of the slightest consideration.
Modern audiences love to be tickled oocasion-
ally -hhj:l; Hl;’ndtndl:rﬂt !hh;
peare’s mirror u
natore hmmalymt:lowdm. VIgm
Is mever shown ber own image. Modern
e o, Ty S o e e
as is nover 4

mm'&’:‘

mon who are never seen.

r
ingenuity in creating feminine Mols quite im-
possible, acconling toour experience of the

"he false are forced upon us to

help the effoct of the false talk which Is
in their mouths. This talk ls not unamusing,
but it Is essentially unnatural,”

e ————— -
MILITARY DEGRADATION.

The Gawlods describes s painful ceremony
performed ln the court yard of the Ecole Mill-
taire of Paris. An officer in the army, Captain
Mathuzewich, formerly sitached to the 103d

i

commuted by the president of the republic fnto
one of transportation. The prisoner, escorted
by two gendsrmes, was marched [oio the cen-
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py ware on the |
‘wrong track.. The ides, of which the grest
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Frangais, says to him: “Lwill always keep It;
I'will néver put it in my sale.” In thls way,
by collecting again and again enormoas quantl-
ties of jewelry and plate, and selling them, and
investing - the money, many of these women
have secumulated independent fortunes. Da-
verger has just pocketed over §100,000 by her
wile, and she still Hves to fight such battles
o'eragafn. But the sale of effects that took
place at these government suction-rooms in the
Rue Drogot, somd time before Duverger’s, had
s melancholy Interest sbout B that went
straight to my heart; it was that of the belong-
fngs of

A DEAD GIRL,
whose besuty hed brought her the fortune snd
fame 80 coveted by these women. She enjoyed
theso glories during the short spacs of two
years, when grim death came and seized her.
8She was cnly twenly whem she disd: They
sold every rag she had possesssd; and I give
you my word It was s touching sight to see her
inded ball-dresses, her slippers, ber stockings
snd her undsrclothing all displayed in & public

fush of the demi-monds was 50 grest to this
sale that the second-hand dealers and profc |
sional peddiars were for ance entirely edged
out., Wandering dlsmaly among the crowd
was a pook old woman, who had been her con-
stant companion, bér ducuns, her foll—for all
aoy one kaows, hor mother. This usihdppy
walfl of bumanity, no doubt wondering behind
her red eyes why age and uglicess should be
into Qust, was wocosted by Alexander Dumas,
who had come to make studies for & new Dame
aux Camelins, perhaps. “ What! you here,”
he said ; ¢ they did not sell you with the rest)”

The Grst of these sales I over attended was
that of & woman named

ANNA DBOLIONS,

somewhere sbbut the year 1560. Mr. John
Bigelow, who has gince that time been both
Coosul and Minister st Paris, had rooms noar
by bers, snd heand his wife and I went loto
se¢ the display. Anns Deslicns had been the
cheve amie of that regular-old Solomon of s
Prince Napoleon, (Jerome,) whose sucosss as a
fightar la questionable, but whose capacity for
baving eheres amies Is equaled by few, and ox-
ctlled by none. Bhe hated him, but took his
$20,000 & year very kindly; and he had the un-
reasonmableness to suppose that he was pur-
chasing the sole monopaoly of her affections at
that ridicnlously trifing price. A tardy en-
trance with his latch-key omo ovening, when
she thoaght him off in Switserland er Corsica,
or somowhere, couvinced him of hix mistake.
To use the traditional figure, the scale dropped
from his eyes; whea they had dropped from his
eyes ho picked them up again and weighed his
treachery with them. (This Is & very good use
to put ourscales o when they fall from our
eyes; Iwonder no one ever thonght of it be-
fore.) Verdici: No more mooey trom this

tre of a square formed by detach from
various regiments. He was in full uniform,
with the cross of the Legion of Honor and sev-
eral milltary medals. The officer commanding
having read the sentence, » sergent went up Lo
the prisoner, tore off the lice from the cuffs of
hils coat, his epaulets, and his military decora-
tlons, and, casting them upon the ground, con-
cluded by removing his sword and preiending
to break it. The prisoner was then conveyed
to prison to await his removal from the coun-
try. .
e ——— -
THE MENNONITES.

WHAT THEY DESIRE-THEIR SETTLE
MENT IN AMERICA,

The introduction of & bill in the Senate
Wednesday in relation to the Mennonites, ren-
ders the following artiele from the Philadeliphis
Press of particular interest:

Undarstatding that oso of the prominent

of the Russlan Mennonites

t | If they would taks her lands and farm them—

agreeing that they should never be sold to any
other than the Mennonltes—that s po Rusalan
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mads them very bold and successful furmors.
Talking of 2,000 acres under cultivation In &
furm, or 55,000 o 80,000 sheep, Goss not in any
way alarm them.

F

worms apd the necossary. mulberry trees, ad
well s apricot orebards, hard-sholl almonds,
Tho Black sea befag @0 nsar keeps them from
having such exnessive cold or hest. hn
out thelr groand they tried to portion it

and inone case a village say of A0y houses
was Drmed by cuiling up & plot ‘into loug,
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g . Exit Prince Napoleon. .

80 io a short time she got up a sale of her
effects. T think she innozurated the system.
The idea was immensely successful in her case.
 Everybody wasted to see how this celebrated
courtesax lived. Inour country and in Eng-
land there is & healthful and widespread Indif-
ference as to how such women live—or dle.
Once in & while ope of the tender-hearted
woman reformegs is moved to wax elogquent
over the sins and sorrows of the poor beings
who wouldn't be whare they sre were It not
for thiat monster, man; but thero ls very litile
laterest to be awakened concerning them evem
i the most moral sudlencs, In Parls some-.
thing ke the glamour which (n ibeir day and
country threw a vell of covering beauty over
the lax lives of Lals and Aspasis seoms to floal
mistily about the women who resemble theso
anclents (o the matier of physical beauty, per-
haps, bul—if thoss who know speak truly—are
Dot exactly thelr prototypes in mental power.
The Paris world of all grades rushed 1o Anna

facts | Deslions’ sals, and gased open mouthed st
the

MAGNIFIOENT SURROUNDINGS
which spendthrift men had enabled this woman
to enjoy. I cannot now attempt a description
of the priceless works of art which lined the
walls of these rooms; to try to give sa idea of
the suparh furniture, the gobelins tapestries,
the carpets, the crystallike glass, the solid
silverware; suffice It to say that an empress
could have no finer. The luxury was so greas
thet it would almest have awakensd envious
fositngs in the breast of a saint. “What think
you of this, wifel’’ sskad & good burgeols who
bad taknn madame there. “That it is enough'|
t0 disgust one with virtus,”” was the frank re-

ply-

And where ls Anna Deslions now! 8he whose
proud magnificence disguste] honest women
with the petty ahilta of virtuous poveriy—who
Isughed to scorn & prince of the relgning bouse,
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The Btrasbourg Library, which was destroyed
daring the late ’ ::',h*
replaced with

who were inflamed by the preaching of ona
their priests, and by the approach of the fbs-
tival of the Mohurrum.

The Pope, In receiving s deputstion of Indies
s few days sioce, sald: “There fa n grest Pro-
testant persecutor who has openly declarsd
that he aims to the overfhrow of the Chureh,
and, not cootent with that, he is exeiting
aguinst us even those governmenls that are
Catholie, who have precaded him in the shame-
ful carousal of religious oppression. He In-
ciles them, I say, to Increased zeal in carrying
out their persecutions, and they make them-
selves his accomplices.’”

The United Btates Is not the only country
where a good deal of cheaiing s reporied and
8 greasl many rogues dlscovered. In France,
M. Ferrand, the contractor who made 8 large
s fortune during the Franco.German war, is
condemned to three ysars' [mpriscoment, =
fine and to restore £4,000 to the Government-
Ferraad, who was strongly recommended to the
proper minister by M. Gambetta, a8 “a safe
and disinterested person,’” cleared about £80-
000 in & few weeks by the purchase and sale of
cattle alone.

Roman excavations of late have beén some-
what frultful. On the Esquiline s perfect
statue of oo b= -ace representing Camil-
- A,._.,..gnmot?'m.nﬂ
I "ud headless, and about forty pleces of &
colossal famale statve, not yet named by the
sotiquarians, have been unearthed. Near the
gate of 8an Lorenzo, half & mile from the rafl-
way terminus, the remains of a forum, sur.
rounded by arcades, has also been discovaered.
The pecessary foundation for what is now com-
monly callad ““Roma Nuova' is daily adducing
fresh evidences of the extent of the “Old
Boma.™ »

The late Alexander Dumas s pow ssserted
to have left three unpublished dramatic works,
In sddition to the drams of “ La Jeuncess do
Louis XIV.," produced this week st the Odeon.
Omo Is & “Romeo and Juliet,” tn verse, quits
compiote, and which was o have boen pro-
duced in the Odeon in 1569, but was shalved on
secount of a dificulty in fnding & suitabls
Juliet. The two others conslst of part of a
drams, “The Death of Porthos,” a plece writ-
ten at the sctor Dumaine’s request, and three
scenes of *Joseph Balsamo.” Dumas is said
0 have feit dissatisfied with all three of these
worlks.

The French papers, and crities, and actors,
and mansgers are In ecstasies of admiration
and of grief relative to Descles, yot in her lifs
she had a bard time of fi; 1t is said that her
earnings were so inconsiderable that she nearly
slways had to suffer from privation, and to
live a lfs of great economy, being obliged to
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